Hi there friends,

This is my second prayer letter of my gap year. | want to
thank you so much for your prayers so far, this last month has
been really amazing and God has definitely been at work at
the Oakes

| have now finished at the Oakes, which is sad, however
there is so much to praise God for from my time there. Since
my last news letter we have had é more camps, 3 school
ones and 3 discipleship ones. On my last few camps as a
dorm leader | realised what a privilege it was to tell kids the
gospel that may never have heard it. I've also learnt from
and been encouraged by the maturity of campers on the
discipleship camps.

Aside from camps we've had; some more workdays
consisting of planting holly bushes, cleaning shower
ventilators and trying to pull out a tree stump with a tractor,
some more study days looking at youth work specifically as
well as looking at creation. We also ended the year with the
team reunion which was great fun, seeing so many faces
from years gone by, many of them having dorm lead me
when | was a camper.

Since finishing at the Oakes | have had a lovely Christmas
time, especially returning to the Oakes in the snow for
Christmas dinner. I've really enjoyed spending time with my
family again on some amazing snowy walks and sledging

| am now busy packing and getting ready for the next stage

in my Gap year. On Monday | leave for St Luc, Switzerland for

a 6 week Ski guide fraining programme with Abernethy, a
Christian outdoors company. This qualification will enable me
to go and guide for a holiday company in the future, during
uni holidays for example. | am so excited and thank God for
another amazing opportunity he has given me this year.

It would be great if you could pray for......
Praise

e anincredible time at the Oakes, for all the fun, all that |
learnt and for the amazing friendships | made.

e the final camps, that the gospel was heard afresh to
many campers and many Christians were really
encouraged on the discipleship camps.

e the commitment and hard work of the full time team
af the Oakes, plus an extra praise for Daisy’s
pregnancy

Prayer for......

e Safety on the slopes for me and everyone involved
with Abernethy this year.

e More great relationships as | meant new people and
that my friends, Dan, Andy and | can be a great
witness.

e All aspects of the extension, taking place at the Oakes.
For funds, volunteers, safety and the weather.

| want to thank you so much for your prayers. | have felt so
encouraged and blessed so far this year. Feel free to contact
me if there is anything | can pray for you or you would like to
ask me anything.

Love in Chirist, John Hopkins






A beautiful drawing of the Oakes team done by
Holly Newbould, our most faithful support team
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